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Abstract: Of particular note are the development of the basic principles of General Provisions of
Civil Law and its legislative mode. On the one hand, it differs in both the contents and the layout from its
predecessor, i.e. General Principles of the Civil Law. Among others, the article prohibiting violation of the
law is promoted as a basic principle, which shows that China’ s civil law has to some extent adopted the
idea of strengthening the regulation on people’ s civil activities; and the addition of the principle concerning
environmental protection indicates that some external social values have penetrated into the value system of
the civil law. On the other hand, it is more important that the stipulations concerning the basic principles in
General Principles of Civil Law have been well confirmed and developed in the new document. This embodies
the development of a new outlook on the civil law system since the creation of Swiss Civil Code in the past
century: the contemporary civil laws are no longer regarded as a system of value—neutral ideas but elevated to a
flexible legal system consisting of both principles and rules open to just and reasonable interpretations.

Key Words: General Provisions of Civil Law; principles of civil law; development of the principles; new

outlook on civil law system; principles and rules
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